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The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI) has constituted an eight-

member Technical Expert Group to aid the National Statistical Office (NSO) in conducting 

an all-India Household Income Survey. Economist and former Executive Director to the 

International Monetary Fund, Surjit S Bhalla, will chair the group. 

 

The government is planning to begin the survey in 2026. 

 

This will be the first full-fledged income distribution survey by the National Sample Survey 

(NSS). While NSS has conducted extensive household surveys since 1950, it has not yet 

carried out a comprehensive income survey. 

Previous efforts, including pilot surveys and experimental data collection between 1955 and 

1984, did not lead to an all-India rollout. 

 

The ministry aims to use this survey to understand income distribution and welfare across 

households. The initiative follows recent efforts by NSS to plug data gaps across sectors like 

services, unincorporated enterprises, capital expenditure, and tourism. 

 

The Technical Expert Group will guide the NSO on all aspects of the survey. 

 

This includes finalising definitions, sampling design, survey tools, estimation methods, and 

incorporating international best practices. 

 

Apart from Bhalla, the panel includes: 

 

• Aloke Kar, Former Professor, Indian Statistical Institute, Kolkata 

• Sonalde Desai, National Council of Applied Economic Research, New Delhi 

• Praveen Jha, Centre for Economic Studies and Planning, JNU 

• Srijit Mishra, School of Economics, University of Hyderabad 

• Tirthankar Patnaik, Chief Economist, NSE 
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• Rajesh Shukla, MD & CEO, People Research on India’s Consumer Economy 

• Ram Singh, Director, Delhi School of Economics 

The group may co-opt additional experts and invite special invitees when necessary. It will 

also guide the finalisation of survey results and their public release. The survey will assess 

the impact of technology adoption on household income as well. 

 

 

 


